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these countries are actively assimilating the identities of each ethnics in their countries with the hope that it will 
lead to an increase in patriotisme and solidarity, and avoiding any racial tension at the same time. 
 
This is where identity assimilation happens, especially in the various ethnic in their countries. Within these 
movements, the identity of each ethnic is supressed and so there is only one national identity. In the case of 
Southern Thailand, Pierre Le Roux took a closer look at how the people there had to choose between preserving 
their identity atau vice-versa. Should they maintain their own local culture, a Malay culture, which builds its 
existence precisely on the outside world's refusal to let it exist? And if they decide to do so, how much longer 
will they last? (Le Roux, 1998). 
 
Identity assimilation brings us to the discourse of: Are the needs to pursue the aspiration of the nation far 
outweighs the importance to preserve the identity of the ethnic/locals themselves? 
1.1. Assimilation 
Social scientists have given many interpretation on the meaning of assimilation. The easiest way to describe 
assimilation or the most popular term is the melting pot. But there are various interpretations through time that 
particular perspective on assimilation is incongruent with, if not anthithetical to, cultural pluralism or its more 
current parallel concept, multiculturalism (Gordon, 1964; Kivisto, 2002). But the popular audience prefers to 
identify assimilation as a process of melting pot, where all identities and cultures blends together as another 
unique identity. 
 
In the case of identity assimilation discussed here, the natives identity at stake here is not as easy as a melting 
pot, that refers to mixing of cultures and identity as a result of marriage or living together. Assimilation is a 
process of togetherness and unification between groups or individual coming from different ethnicity and cultural 
setup and becoming one with a dominant ethnic (Abu Samah, Asnarulkhadi & A. Jawan, Jayum., 1997).  
Richmond Mayo-Smith did not think that assimilation necessitates actual biological mixing, but rather entailed 
the embracing customs, laws dan institutions of disparate peoples (Mayo-Smith, 1894). 
 
In countries like Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia, even though there are different ethnic cultural mixing 
happening around, the scenario was not the initial aspiration of the respective countries. It is more of a natural 
process that happens naturally as a result of living together in a long period of time as stated by Sarah E. Simons, 
Assimilation at the outset as “that process of adjustment or accomodation which occurs between the members of 
two different races, if their contact is prolonged and if the necessary psychic conditions are present” with the 
result being “group homogeinity to a greater less degree” (Simons, 1901). 
 
The above assimilation is not the one I plan to discuss in this paper. But as I stated in the introduction, identity 
assimilation discussed earlier is a result of national aspiration, that compels its citizen to accept identity 
assimilation for a certain objective. This form of assimilation is agreed by Peter Kivisto. According to him, 
Mayo-Smith, Simons and Park rejected the view that assimilation was a theorethical expression of the melting 
pot. Assimilation boiled down to finding ways to live cooperatively, playing by common rules that define the 
parameters of intergroup conflict. It entailed the creation of a shared national identity, which of necessity 
required certain commonalities, such as shared language and core cultural values. However, it also permitted the 
persistence of ethnic identities and affiliations. Assimilation was thus not construed as antithethical to a 
multicultural society; it did not require cultural homogeneity (Kivisto, 2004). 
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1.2. Identity 
Identity is a must. Every individual in this world has unique identity based on their unique personality trait. 
Each country requires its citizen to have their own identification instruments. Anyone who travels outside of their 
country is required to have their own passport to enable them to be identified by authorities in other countries. 
This is a general example. How would a country develop without its own identity? This is because any country is 
inhabited by people from various ethnicities, whether by the native ethnic or immigrant ethnic from other 
regions. 
 
It is in the human nature to create their own uniqueness whenever they share a common culture, speak a 
common language, and belongs to a common society as concepted by a number of anthropologists (Keyes, 1979). 
But this concept has also been challenged by another number of anthropologists such as Leach, Lehman, 
Moerman and Barth. 
 
Current studies shows that ethnicity refers to the identification of a group based on a perceived cultural 
distinctiveness that makes the group into a group of “people”. This distinctiveness is believed to be expressed in 
language, music, values, art, styles, literature, family life, religion, ritual, food, naming, public life and material 
culture. This cultural comprehensiveness – a unique set of cultural characteristics perceived as expressing 
themselves in commonly unique ways across the socio-cultural life of a population – characterised the concept of 
ethnicity. It revolves around not just a “population, a numerical entity, but a “people”, a comprehensively unique 
cultural entity (Robotham, 2011). But clearly, physical features are insufficient clues to a person’s ethnic identity 
(Smedley, 2011). 
 
Therefore, questions on identity is bound to changes from time to time, as long as there are debates and 
disputes among scholars who study this subject. But in the contexts of this paper, what has been said by 
Robotham is sufficient. This uniqueness gives us our identity, the people of Southern Thailand. At the 
Southeastern extremity of Peninsular Thailand there are four provinces whose inhabitants, about two million 
people, make up to close 4% Thailand’s population. They are of Malay Origin, followed by the Muslim religion, 
and represent four-fiths of the Muslims of Thailand. They are the second-largest minority after the Chinese, and 
they call themselves the “Jawi” (Le Roux, 1998). Whether they Jawi, Karen or Lua, all of them have their own 
unique identities. 
 
This is where the strength of an ethnic identity is researched and appreciated by social scientist. Not only 
them, the whole world perceives this ethnicity make up as a strength. Van den Berghe and Keyes (1984) 
conceptually define "ethnic tourism" as a form of recreational travel "where in the prime attraction is the cultural 
exoticism of the local population and its artifacts (clothing, architecture, theater, music, dance, plastic arts). A lot 
of countries, including Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and Fiji and other countries are using this advantage of 
having different ethnicities to promote their country as a tourism spot. This is a small example, it requires another 
paper if we were to go thoroughly into this.  
 
But any government will want to ensure that its people live among each other peacefully. This is where a 
certain country aspires to unite its people under a common identity. The intention might be good, but does the 
end justifies the means? 
1.3. Aspiration 
Aspiration that is discussed in this paper is inclining towards the aspiration or desire of a country in 
determining the path of the formation of its nation state. A government whether it was formed through 
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democratic process or not, governs a country for a certain period of time and they have to think of ways to 
formulate a nation state through whatever means they think is necessary. 
 
Each country will choose their own way to develop a nation state. For Jochen Hipler, Nation Building is an 
old term that has already flourished and declined. Nation building was a key concept of foreign, security and 
development policy in the 1950s and 1960s, in particular. At that time, it was closely related to the modernisation 
theories fashionable during those years, which viewed the development process in the Third World in terms of 
cathing up with Western models. It was not until a generation later that it found favour again by being revived – 
first more by accident and then systematically – in the context of complex violent conflicts, especially where 
these displayed strong ethnic dimensions or elements of the breakdown of the state (Hippler, 2005). 
 
Nation building refers to the process of constructing a national identity using the power of the nation and it 
aims to unify the people within the country so it remains politically stable and viable. It can involve the the use of 
propaganda or major infrastructure development to foster social harmony and economic growth. 
 
A country that is developing its country will result in them choosing ways to ease its people, explicitly or 
implicitly. An explicit way is like how Pol Pot and Khmer Rouge targeted minoroties in Cambodia (or 
Kampuchea then) like the Chinese, Vietnamese, Thais and Cambodian citizen of Vietnamese or Thai descendants 
and also the Muslim Cham and Christians. 
 
Implicitly, we can turn to Thailand and Japan for examples - which might be adopted in Malaysia soon. It 
involves assimilation of identity and cultures that is done forcefully on different ethnicities in their respective 
countries. This might not be that apparent and rather new in Malaysia but, in Thailand in Japan, this assimilation 
has been happening for quite sometimes and starts to affect the ethnics there. 
2. Consequences 
The effects of this forced assimilation on certain ethnics in some countries are starting to show. In Thailand 
for example, the Karens, Laos, Shans, Lues, Mons, Chinese, Vietnamese, Khmer and Malays are now 
collectively known as Thais. The Thais might be able to notice their own citizens as being from different ethnics 
but to the world outside of their country, they are all Thais. It is the same situation in Japan. 
 
Before Meiji Restoration in 1868, identity assimilation happened without any planning. Japan’s minority such 
as Ainu, Burakumin and Okinawans has been discriminated just to make the nation building happen. Only after 
Meiji Restoration, it seems to be organised. (Takezawa, 2011). As in Thailand, the Japanese are able to tell their 
own citizens are coming from which ethnicity, but to the rest of the world, they are all Japanese. 
 
These are the apparent effects from identity assimilation carried out by a certain country on their people. It 
might have been done in the name of preserving unity and avoiding unrest - a necessity for a country - but at the 
same time it kills the identity of some ethnics in that country. 
 
From the unity point of view, some might perceive this way to be effective. When a citizen of a country 
identify and pledge their loyalty to only one ethnicity born out of the assimilation process, their level of 
patriotisme might be increased. A more patriotic group of citizen will be more united. But there is also a 
possibility that the minority ethnic will turn rebellious, explicitly or in silence towards this forceful assimilation. 
There might be problems like separatist groups cropping up into the picture sooner or later.  
 
In the long run, a country that practises identity assimilation loses their own unique identity. Maybe to some 
countries, the lost are only deemed as collateral damage for the sake of peace and solidarity. Who are we to 
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blame the countries that choose this approach, because we know there is no point in having a diverse group of 
ethnicities if the country is not living in peace. But we have to realise that building a nation state and its own 
identity requires only a few generations or centuries. But, the formation of natives requires decades. To destroy 
something is easier than to build it. 
3. Choices 
Making a choice is very hard to do. Speaking as an individual is not the same as speaking as a group. I can 
speak as an individual but in the end, a collective decision should be adopted. Therefore I want to stress the 
concept of 'acceptance'. If we can study and accept this concept of 'acceptance', we can avoid the negative 
emotions towards other ethnics and at the same time avoid unwanted events from materialising. 
 
A country that accept ethnics diversity in its country will be able to avoid forced identity assimilation. A 
person who can accept another person from other ethnicities without any prejudice, will be able to avoid any 
misunderstanding and misconception. In short, acceptance should exist not only at the level of of the lay-persons, 
but also among the leaders in a country. Acceptance and celebration of differences will open the way towards 
preservation of identity uniqueness.  
 
However, acceptance is not an easy thing to be done. Because in order to do so, a certain party needs to 
compromise, sacrifice, and be satisfied with a certain situation. This is a very hard thing to do. But for the sake of 
identity preservation and national aspiration pursuit, is this a very hard thing to do? The answer is in our hands. 
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